The Founding Fathers' own words on religion, virtue, and
building a strong nation.




Thomas Jefferson

"I concur with the author in considering the moral precepts of
Jesus as more pure, correct, and sublime than those of ancient
philosophers.”




“It certainly is very desirable that a pacific disposition should prevail among all
nations. The most effectual way of producing it is by extending the prevalence
and influence of the gospel. Real Christians will abstain from violating the rights
of others, and therefore will not provoke war."




George Washington

“As the contempt of the religion of a country by ridiculing any of its ceremonies, or affronting its ministers or
votaries, has ever been deeply resented, you are to be particularly careful to restrain every officer and soldier
from such imprudence and folly, and to punish every instance of it. On the other hand, as far as lies in your
power, you are to protect and support the free exercise of the religion of the country, and the undisturbed
enjoyment of the rights of conscience in religious matters, with your utmost influence and authority.”




ohn Adams

“Statesmen, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty, but it is religion and morality alone,
which can establish the principles upon which freedom can securely stand. The only foundation of a
free constitution is pure virtue; and if this cannot be inspired into our people in a greater measure
than they have it now, they may change their rulers and the forms of government, but they will not
obtain a lasting liberty. They will only exchange tyrants and tyrannies."




George Washington

“That, as the All-wise Dispenser of human blessings has favored no nation of the earth with

more abundant and substantial means of happiness than United America, we may not be so

ungrateful to our Creator, so wanting to ourselves, and so regardless of posterity, as to dash
the cup of beneficence, which is thus bountifully offered to our acceptance.”




Samuel Adams

"He therefore is the truest friend to the liberty of his country who tries most to

promote its virtue, and who, so far as his power and influence extend, will not

suffer a man to be chosen into any office of power and trust who is not a wise
and virtuous man."




John Adams

“The freedom of thinking was never yet extended in any country so
far as the utter subversion of all religion and morality, nor as the
abolition of the laws and constitution of the country.”




George Washington

"While just government protects all in their religious
rights, true religion affords to government its surest
support.”




Benjamin Franklin

"How many observe Christ’s Birth-day! How few, his
Precepts! O! ’tis easier to keep Holidays than
Commandments."




John Adams

"[W]e have no government armed with power capable of contending with
human passions unbridled by morality and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge,
or gallantry, would break the strongest cords of our Constitution as a whale
goes through a net."




Alexander Hamilton

“How clearly is it proved by this that the praise of a civilized world is justly due to Christianity;—
war, by the influence of the humane principles of that religion, has been stripped of half its
horrors. The French renounce Christianity, and they relapse into barbarism;—war resumes the
same hideous and savage form which it wore in the ages of Gothic and Roman violence.”




“Almost all nations have peace or war at the will and pleasure of rulers whom they do not
elect, and who are not always wise or virtuous. Providence has given to our people the choice
of their rulers, and it is the duty as well as the privilege and interest of our Christian nation to

select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”




George Washington

“I now make it my earnest prayer, that God would have you, and the State over which you preside, in his holy protection; that he would
incline the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience to government; to entertain a brotherly affection and
love for one another, for their fellow citizens of the United States at large, and particularly for their brethren who have served in the field;

and finally, that he would most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves with that
charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind, which were the characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and without an
humble imitation of whose example in these things, we can never hope to be a happy nation.”




Benjamin Franklin

"[O]nly a virtuous people are capable of freedom. As nations
become corrupt and vicious, they have more need of
masters."




John Adams

"Our Constitution was made only for a moral and
religious people. It is wholly inadequate to the
government of any other.”




Samuel Adams

"The sum of all is, if we would most truly enjoy this gift
of Heaven, let us become a virtuous people.”




