
Why Marijuana Is Not Medicine

Proposed 
legislation 

for 
“medical” 
marijuana 

in Arkansas 
allows

MINORS
to receive 
it with a 
parental 

signature.

The psychoactive component 
of marijuana is known as THC.
In 1960, the THC content in 
Marijuana was 2%. Today, 
the average THC content in 

Marijuana is 24%.

1960:
2% THC

2016:
24% THC

One in six 
of those who 
use marijuana 
as teenagers 

become 
addicted.

In the U.S., a substance must 
complete FDA approval process 
to be considered “medicine.” 
Marijuana has not been FDA 
approved and, thus, is not 
a medicinal substance as 

unrefined plant product.

Chronic marijuana smoking 
is associated with chronic 
bronchitis, chronic cough, 

increased sputum and 
increased wheeze.

Regular 
marijuana use is 
associated with 

an increased 
risk of anxiety 

and depression.

Adolescent marijuana 
use is linked to impaired 
school performance & 
increased drop out rates.

Migraines, ADHD, 
fibromyalgia, asthma, and 

insomnia would all qualify 
for “medical” marijuana 
per proposed Arkansas 

legislation.

Marijuana smoke 
contains many of the 
same carcinogens and 

pulmonary irritants as 
tobacco smoke. The vast 
majority of those who 
use marijuana smoke it 

rather than ingesting it.

Habitual adolescent users 
are at significant risk 
of permanent cognitive 
impairment.

Marijuana is linked to 
the precipitation of 

psychiatric disorders 
such as schizophrenia.

of those 
who smoke 
marijuana 

daily 
become 

addicted.

25%
-

50%

9% of those who experiment with 
marijuana will become addicted.


