
 

 

       March 11, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members of the Arkansas General Assembly:  

 

As ministers and leaders in Arkansas, one of our primary responsibilities is to lead God’s people and protect them from 

any and all forms of harm and danger. That is why we are each signing this letter in opposition to the proposed bill 

H.B. 1536 letting physicians prescribe lethal drugs to terminally ill patients.  

 

This is not a political issue or a medical issue. This is a social and moral issue. Passing H.B. 1536 literally would cost 

Arkansans their lives.  

 

Legalizing physician-assisted suicide runs contrary to the core principles we stand for. As Christians, we believe that 

Jesus Christ came that people may have life, “and have it abundantly.” Suicide takes life away. 

 

Physician-assisted suicide sends the dangerous message that suicide is a legitimate answer to some of life’s problems. 

Arkansas’ suicide rate has increased in recent years, and now it is among the highest in the country. We need to work 

together to discourage suicide—not encourage it. 

 

People who are terminally ill do not need a prescription for lethal drugs. They need love, compassion, and support in 

the midst of overwhelming circumstances. 

 

As former Arkansas Governor and Southern Baptist minister Mike Huckabee noted in his statement against this 

legislative proposal, 

 

“To invite medical doctors who have taken an oath to ‘do no harm’ to intentionally kill someone is 

revolting.  Helping terminally ill patients with comfort and dignity is admirable and hospice groups 

provide compassionate and honorable assistance in a person’s last days, but I sincerely pray that 

Arkansas does not join the parade in a culture of death that believes that intentional killing of another 

innocent human, be it an unborn child or a terminally ill person is an act worthy of civilized people.” 

 

It is our sincere conviction that legalizing physician-assisted suicide would harm the families and communities we are 

called to serve. As Christians, we are instructed to love our neighbors and help those who are suffering. We do not 

eliminate suffering by eliminating people who are suffering. No illness justifies helping a person take his or her life. 

For this reason we oppose H.B. 1536, and we hope that other Arkansans will as well. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

(Signatures Begin On Next Page) 

  



Travis Thompson 

Pastor 

Altheimer First Baptist Church 

Altheimer 

 

 Troy Garlin 

Teacher 

Baring Cross Missionary Baptist 

Church 

Arkadelphia 

 

 Pastor Martin Jones 

Pastor 

New Life Church 

Arkadelphia 

 

Dr. Fred Worth 

Associate Pastor 

Twin Rivers Church of the Nazarene 

Arkadelphia 

 

 Lewis Hirschy 

Deacon & Safety Team Leader 

First Baptist 

Batesville 

 

 Dr. Kenneth Strickland 

Pastor 

Fellowship Baptist Church 

Bella Vista 

 

Randy Langley 

Asst. Pastor 

Apostolic Tabernacle United 

Pentecostal Church 

Benton 

 

 Geanice Langley 

Worship Leader 

Apostolic Tabernacle United 

Pentecostal Church 

Benton 

 

 Jesse Emerson 

Senior Pastor 

Apostolic Tabernacle United 

Pentecostal Church 

Benton 

 Deana Emerson 

Director of Education 

Apostolic Tabernacle United 

Pentecostal Church 

Benton 

 

 Gary Fields 

Teaching Pastor 

Apostolic Tabernacle United 

Pentecostal Church 

Benton 

 

 Jarvis Harper 

Deacon 

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church 

Benton 

 

Scott King 

Pastor 

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church 

Benton 

 

 Mike Titsworth 

Senior Pastor 

Trinity Baptist Church 

Benton 

 

 Nate Sweeney 

Directional Leader 

Catalyst Church 

Bentonville 

 

Josh & Kristen Davis 

Co-Pastors 

Life Connection Church 

Bentonville 

 

 Pam Brock 

Prayer Ministry Leader 

Catalyst Church 

Bentonville  

 

 Keith Moore 

Pastor 

Southern Heights Baptist Church 

Berryville 

 

Jody Nail 

Worship Leader 

First Baptist Church 

Biscoe 

 

 Christie Miller 

Women & Youth Ministry 

Hickory Grove Baptist Church 

Bismarck 

 

 Brenton C. Powell 

Lead Pastor 

New Hope Baptist Church 

Black Rock 

 

Phillip Bozarth 

Pastor 

Grace Covenant Church 

Bono 

 

 Bobby Shackelford 

Elder 

Grace Covenant Church 

Bono 

 

 Tom Williams 

Sr. Pastor 

Indian Springs Baptist Church 

Bryant 

 

Carl Gustke 

Elder 

Bible Church of Cabot 

Cabot 

 

 Jimmy and Shelia Limbaugh 

Pastor 

Rejoice Fellowship 

Cave City 

 

 Michael Battenfield 

Pastor 

First Baptist Cave Springs 

Cave Springs 

 

Philip Pinto 

Pastor 

Village Bible Church 

Cherokee Village 

 

 Joyce Garrison 

Assistant Sunday School Teacher 

Central Baptist Church 

Conway 

 

 Ben Ghormley 

Pastor 

New Life Church 

Conway 

 



Roger Owen 

Pastor 

Shady Grove Baptist Church 

Craword County 

 

 John Martin 

Pastor 

Level Ground Fellowship 

Crossett 

 

 Lyle Hern 

Pastor 

South Main Baptist Church 

Crossett 

 

Carl Fair 

Pastor 

Dardanelle FBC 

Dardanelle 

 

 Ray Reynolds 

Lead Pastor 

De Queen First Assembly of God 

De Queen 

 

 Jerry Trauger 

Elder/Preacher 

First Christian Church 

De Queen 

 

Dr. R. Catherine Cannon 

Pastor 

Prayer Center 

Dierks 

 

 Dr. William “Dubs” Byers 

Pastor 

First Baptist Church 

Dumas 

 

 David Helms 

Youth Minister 

St. John the Baptist 

Engelberg 

 

Daryl Kendrick 

Pastor 

Central Baptist Church 

Fayetteville 

 

 Bill McKenzie 

Central United Methodist 

Fayetteville 

 

 Margaret McKenzie 

Lay Member 

Central United Methodist Church 

Fayetteville 

 

Patrick Briney 

Pastor 

Mission Blvd Baptist Church 

Fayetteville 

 

 Rev. Jason M. Tyler 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

Fayetteville 

 

 Doug Brown 

Pastor 

Weddington Baptist Church 

Fayetteville 

 

Carl Weatherford 

Pastor 

Ridgewood Baptist Church 

Forrest City 

 

 Patricia Kinser 

Church Member 

First Baptist Church 

Gentry 

 

 Clay Kibler 

Senior Pastor 

First Baptist Church of Jenny Lind 

Greenwood 

 

Carol Goff 

Lay Minister 

Real Ministries 

Harrison 

 

 David O. Mitchell 

Pastor 

Central Baptist Church 

Hot Springs 

 

 Mark Cramer 

Elder 

Crossgate Church 

Hot Springs 

 

Larry Burton 

Legacy Church 

Hot Springs 

 

 B. D. Fine Jr., MD, FACP, FASN 

Facilitator 

Re|engage Marriage Ministry 

Crossgate Church 

Hot Springs 

 

 Pastor Jim Laudell 

Humnoke Pentecostal Church of God 

Humnoke 

 

Joe Loghry 

Retired Pastor 

Koinonia Christian Fellowship 

Imboden 

 

 Pastor Denny Beavers 

Pastor 

Living Word Church 

Jonesboro 

 

 Elder Lawrence Holm 

Missionary 

Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church 

Junction City 

 

Fonda Matthews 

Prayer Leader 

Lake Village Assembly 

Lake Village 

 

 Nick Anderson 

Deacon 

Lake Village Assembly of God 

Lake Village 

 

 Johnny Matthews 

Adult Sunday School Teacher 

Lake Village Baptist 

Lake Village 

 



Randy Magar 

Pastor 

First Baptist Church 

Lincoln 

 

 Charles and Mary Kelemen 

Agape Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Rev. Chris Truby 

Senior Associate Pastor 

Agape Church 

Little Rock 

 

Bishop Damon R Hill 

Senior Pastor 

Bread of Heaven Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Patrice Wolfe 

Pro-Life Activist 

Cathedral of Saint Andrew 

Little Rock 

 

 John J Molina 

Pastor 

Centro Cristiano A/D 

Little Rock 

 

Tabitha Connolly 

40 Days for Life Leader 

Christ the King Catholic Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Fr. Taryn Whittington 

Associate Pastor 

Christ the King Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Mark Carter 

Pastor for Church Administration 

Immanuel Baptist Church 

Little Rock 

 

Mary Mealler 

Minister 

Ironton Assembly of God 

Little Rock 

 

 Pamela R. Wold 

Co-Pastor 

Living Way Foursquare Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Dr. Victor Wynn Sr. 

Pastor 

Remnant Church International 

Little Rock 

 

Howard Wheeler 

Pastor 

River City Reformed Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Joseph de Orbegozo 

Reverend 

St Theresa 

Little Rock 

 

 Pastor Timothy A. Senn 

Pastor 

The Bible Church of Little Rock 

Little Rock 

 

Iverson Jackson 

Pastor 

Zoe Bible Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Mary Jackson 

Minister 

Zoe Bible Church 

Little Rock 

 

 Kevin Hartman 

Founder & President 

Marriage in the Raw 

Little Rock  

 

Rev. Jeremy M. Carlton 

Pastor 

London First Assembly of God 

London 

 

 Rev. Logan Dixon 

Pastor 

Mt. Carmel Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church 

London 

 

 Jonathan Horton 

Pastor 

Gospel Light Baptist Church 

Malvern 

 

Bro. Matthew Cullum 

Pastor 

Friendship Baptist Church 

Marianna 

 

 Pastor Steve Ellison 

Salem Baptist Church 

Mena 

 

 Ernest King 

Pastor 

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church 

Montrose 

 

David W. Benedict 

Elder, Retired Minister 

Christian Church of Mountain Home 

Mountain Home 

 

 Pastor Travis Alexander 

First Free Will Baptist Church 

Mountain Home 

 

 Pastor Mike Brinkmeier 

Pastor 

Promise Land Bible Church 

Mountain Home 

 

Roy Tilley 

Pastor 

Church at Willow Beach 

North Little Rock 

 

 Roy Tilley 

Pastor 

Church at Willow Beach 

North Little Rock 

 

 Bishop Silas Johnson 

Full Counsel Metro Church 

North Little Rock 

 



James and Brenda Robinson 

Prayer Intercessors 

Full Counsel Metro Church 

North Little Rock 

 

 Keith Lape 

Servant on Staff 

River City Church 

North Little Rock 

 

 Bill Elliff 

Sr. Teaching Pastor 

The Summit Church 

North Little Rock 

 

Jeanette McDougal 

Senior Warden 

Calvary Episcopal Church 

Osceola 

 

 Jeff Boone 

Reynolds Baptist Church 

Paragould 

 

 Harlin Brewton 

Pastor 

First Baptist Church 

Paris 

 

Stephen Harrison 

Lead Pastor 

Family Church 

Pine Bluff 

 

 Jesse C. Turner 

Senior Pastor 

The Historical Elm Grove Baptist 

Church 

Pine Bluff 

 

 Keith Hogan 

Pastor 

Grace Family Church 

Pocahontas 

 

Dr. Jeffery Hamm 

Senior Pastor 

Great Harvest Church 

Pocahontas 

 

 Todd Wilson 

Pastor 

Sulphur Springs Baptist Church 

Quitman 

 

 Jamie Lantzsch 

Minister of Pastoral Care 

Cross Church 

Rogers 

 

Pastor Tim Horton 

Pastor 

Faith Builders Family Church 

Rogers 

 

 Dr. Tom Hatley 

Pastor 

Immanuel Baptist Church Global 

Outreach Center 

Rogers 

 

 Terry Eaton 

Interim Pastor 

Lakeside Baptist Church 

Rogers 

 

Jason Ross 

Chancellor 

Providence Classical Christian 

Academy 

Rogers 

 

 Tim Stockdale 

Lic. Minister 

First Baptist Church of Royal 

Royal/Hot Springs 

 

 Shirlene VanWinkle 

Small Group Leader 

Bethel Worship Center 

Russellville 

 

Lloyd VanWinkle 

Men's Ministries Leader 

Bethel Worship Center 

Russellville 

 

 Bro. Matt Donnell 

Pastor 

Saffell Missionary Baptist Church 

Saffell 

 

 Hugh Yarbrough 

Senior Pastor 

Christian Assembly of God 

Sherwood 

 

Janice Smith 

Volunteer Leader 

FBC 

Sherwood 

 

 John Sammons 

His Church 

Sherwood 

 

 Charles Jones 

Pastor of Church Ministries 

North Hills Baptist Church 

Sherwood 

 

Joel Hernandez 

Senior Pastor 

Beautiful Hope Baptist Church 

Springdale 

 

 Wesley Hulvey 

Pastor 

Springdale Missionary Baptist Church 

Springdale 

 

 Nicole’ Johnson 

Co-Pastor 

Vision Church 

Springdale 

 

Pastor Mike Turner 

Pastor 

First Baptist Church 

Stamps 

 

 Sandy Crawford 

Administrative Assistant 

First Baptist Church 

Strong 

 

 Ernestine Thomas 

Pastor 

Turning Point Ministries Harvest 

Center 

Stuttgart 

 



Lanora Hankins 

President of the Ladies Women's 

Ministries 

Midway Assembly of God 

Subiaco 

 

 Lyndal Dale 

Associate Minister 

Missouri Street Church of Christ 

West Memphis 

 

 Kendall Lowe 

Youth Minister 

Missouri Street Church of Christ 

West Memphis 

 


