
Dear Friends,
If you are old enough to remember flash bulbs, you probably think of the almost blind-
ing spots you would see long after the picture was taken. Photography has come a long 
way, but one thing has not changed. Taking a photograph is a lot like “freezing time.”  

In 2002, my great aunt was moving to a nursing home, and she asked me to come to her 
house. She handed me an old box with the price $12.95 written on the outside. A pair of 
work boots had come in it, but when I opened it, it was full of photographs—very old 
photographs—some well over a hundred years old. 

As the last surviving member of her immediate family, she had inherited more than 
120 old pictures. Since she knew I loved our family history, she was entrusting me with 
those family treasures. I placed the photos in a locked trunk at my house where they 
remained for 20 years. 

This summer I opened the trunk, and I opened the old box of even older pictures. I 
decided to scan them to the computer and restore them as best I could. I began a series 
of long conversations with my ninety-year-old cousin in Dallas about the people in the 
pictures. Together he and I brought them back to life through names and stories we 
both remembered from our childhoods. 

I was able to produce a large, eighty-five page book with every photo and stories about 
the people. As I worked on the book, I thought about the importance of family and the 
necessity of faith in God.  Then, there it was! Right in front of me was proof that God’s 
ways work! 

From William and Harriet Cox, who were born around 1830 all the way down to me, my 
children, and my grandchildren, I could see God’s goodness in my own branch of the 
family tree through seven generations. As I looked at more photos and thought about 
it, I could see the same through almost all the branches. I thought 
about God’s promise: “Being confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.” Philippians 1:6 KJV.  I realized that the “good work” 
God began 172 years ago through a godly union continues until 
this very day. It made me value strong families, marriage for a life-
time, good parents, the laughter of children, going to church, and 
God’s Word even more.   

At Christmastime our hearts and our memories turn toward 
“hearth and home.” Whether it’s a place in our distant memories, 
a photograph that freezes a special time, a real place where we 
gather this year, or all of these, we get to focus on what matters. As we remember faith 
and family, it becomes clear that each of us is part of an amazing story—a story that 
began with the birth of our Savior that will continue until His return. 

At this wonderful Christmas season, I pray that our Lord who began a good work in 
you will continue His good works through you and your family until His return. Merry 
Christmas from me, my family, and all of us at Family Council!
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MY THOUGHTS: AS MANY AS A THOUSAND BABIES IN ARKANSAS WILL SEE 
THEIR FIRST CHRISTMAS THANKS TO THE REVERSAL OF ROE V. WADE
In 1979, John Denver recorded these words in the Christmas song, “When the River Meets the Sea.”

 Like a baby when it is sleeping in its loving mother’s arms,
 What a newborn baby dreams is a mystery. 
 But his life will find a purpose and in time he’ll understand 
 When the river meets the sea.

I don’t know if newborn babies dream about Christmas, but this year Family Council estimates 
that as many as a thousand babies will live to see their first Christmas thanks to pro-life laws you 
have helped us support. Those laws saved them from being aborted this year.

On June 24 the U.S. Supreme Court issued its historic Dobbs v. Jackson decision overturning the Roe v. Wade and Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey abortion decisions from 1973 and 1992. Within a matter of hours, Attorney General Leslie Rutledge 
certified that Arkansas’ law generally prohibiting abortion was in full effect. Planned Parenthood and Little Rock Family 
Planning Services immediately stopped performing abortions.

In recent years, Arkansas has aborted, on average, approximately 3,000 unborn children annually. Given that history, 
Family Council estimates that as many as one thousand unborn children were saved from abortion from June 24 through 
today. To put it another way, those baby girls and boys will get to live, be born, and celebrate their first Christmas because 
of Arkansas’s pro-life laws. In January we expect that some lawmakers will come to the Capitol Building in Little Rock with 
plans to weaken those good laws. We cannot let that happen. 

If our pro-life laws remain in effect, they will save as many as 3,000 children from abortion in 2023. We must continue 
to stand for life. If we do, thousands of other babies can live to enjoy Christmas this year, next year, and for many more 
Christmases to come.

Family Council’s Greatest Hits 2022
It’s been a very busy year at Family Council. I can honestly 
say that the team we assembled this year—especially on 
the fight against marijuana amendment Issue 4—was the 
best in our 33-year history. Below are a few of our “greatest 
hits” from 2022.

Seeing Roe v. Wade Reversed and Arkansas’ Pro-Life 
Laws Enforced. On June 24 the U.S. Supreme Court over-
turned its infamous Roe v. Wade abortion decision. That 
paved the way for Arkansas to enforce Act 180 of 2019. 
Family Council supported passage of Act 180. It’s a good 
law that prohibits abortion in Arkansas unless the mother’s 
life is at risk. Arkansas couldn’t enforce the law while Roe 

v. Wade was still in place, but Attorney General Rutledge 
and Governor Hutchinson certified that the law was in 
full effect in Arkansas just a few hours after the Supreme 
Court issued its ruling. Abortionists stopped killing unborn 
children almost immediately, and Arkansas’ last remaining 
surgical abortion facility closed for good a few weeks later. 
Seeing Roe v. Wade reversed and the pro-life laws we sup-
ported go into effect was one of the greatest moments in 
the history of Family Council. 

Securing $1 Million in Funding for Pregnancy Resource 
Centers in Arkansas. We have anticipated the reversal of 
Roe v. Wade for years. That is part of the reason why Fam-
ily Council supported the Arkansas Legislature’s decision 
to appropriate $1 million for pro-life pregnancy help orga-
nizations. We worked with leaders to make this funding 
available this year, and Charisse Dean on our staff has met 
with pregnancy resource center leaders to discuss how this 
type of assistance can equip them to serve women with 
unplanned pregnancies in Arkansas. Now that Roe v. Wade 
has been reversed and abortion is mostly prohibited in 
Arkansas, we must help women and families. This funding 
does precisely that. (continued on following page)

Left: On June 24, Jerry Cox (right) joined Attorney General Leslie Rutledge 
as she signed the certification for Arkansas’ law prohibiting abortion 
except to save the life of the mother.



(continued on following page)

Supporting Passage of Pro-Life Resolutions in Cities 
and Counties Across Arkansas. Family Council estimates 
that 1.3 million people—nearly half of all Arkansans—live 
in a county that has declared itself to be Pro-Life. The 
Arkansas Legislature overwhelmingly voted to enact Act 
392 of 2021 by Rep. Kendon Underwood (R – Cave Springs) 
and Sen. Gary Stubblefield (R – Branch) last year. This good 
law affirms that cities and counties can declare that they 
are Pro-Life. We look forward to other cities and counties 
passing Pro-Life resolutions in 2023.

Distributing 84,000+ Voter’s Guides in Arkansas. Last 
spring Family Council printed and distributed 37,400 cop-
ies of the Arkansas Voter’s Guide to families and churches 
across the state ahead of the Republican and Democratic 
primaries. This fall we distributed another 47,300 copies of 
the Arkansas Voter’s Guide ahead of the General Election 
on November 8. On top of that, thousands of people vis-
ited our website, ArkansasVotersGuide.com, to view candi-
date surveys for free online. Since 1990 the Arkansas Voter’s 
Guide has been one of Family Council’s signature products. 
We survey the candidates for public office. We ask them 
where they stand on issues like abortion, guns, education, 
tax policy, and so forth, and we publish their responses in 
print and online for free. No other organization provides a 
nonpartisan, statewide voter’s guide like this one. Our vot-
er’s guide helps people vote wisely and has had a profound 
impact on elections in Arkansas.

Speaking The Truth In The Media. Our team truthfully 
doesn’t know how many media interviews we did this year. 
It was more than we could count. Ahead of the election, 
there were many days when we spoke to multiple jour-
nalists and news outlets. The only interview request we 
turned down this year was from Stephen Colbert’s pro-
ducer at “Tooning Out The News.” Media interviews give us 
an opportunity to speak truth in a dark culture. That’s why 
with a handful of exceptions over the years—Al Jazeera, 

“60 Minutes,” The Arkansas Times, Stephen Colbert, and the 
Tyra Banks show—we have accepted nearly every request 

we have ever received for an interview. We never want to 
let the media intimidate us into keeping silent.

Defeating Marijuana Amendment Issue 4. From Sep-
tember to November the entire Family Council staff went 
to work on Family Council Action Committee’s campaign 
against marijuana amendment Issue 4. To be clear, nobody 
got a raise for their extra work, but everyone in our organi-
zation pulled double-duty fighting recreational marijuana 
in addition to the daily work of Family Council. In August 
public opinion polling showed about 54% of Arkansans 
favored Issue 4. Responsible Growth Arkansas—the group 
who worked to place marijuana amendment Issue 4 on the 
ballot—spent millions upon millions of dollars to persuade 
voters that Arkansas should legalize marijuana. Fortunately 
we were able to work with others to defeat marijuana 
amendment Issue 4.

Hosting Our 2022 Leadership Worldview Summit. This 
year Family Council hosted a very successful Leadership 
Worldview Summit with ministers, elected officials, and 
other leaders. Guests had the opportunity to hear Joseph 
Backholm from Family Research Council, author and theo-
logian Dr. Owen Strachan, and Dr. David McDonald discuss 
critical race theory, education, transgenderism, and what it 
means to be a Christian in this cultural moment. The sum-
mit was one of our most successful events. We look forward 
to hosting similar gatherings in the future.

Family Council’s Greatest Hits 2022 (continued)

Above: One of the many media interviews Jerry did this year.

Above: The Boone County Quorum Court unanimously voted this year to affirm 
that it is a Pro-Life County. Many other cities and counties did so as well.

Above: Arkansans gather in Little Rock for our 2022 Leadership Worldview Summit.



Family Council’s Greatest Hits 2022 (continued)

Family Council was pleased to recognize Mr. and Mrs. Whiteside 
of White Hall as Arkansas’ Longest Married Couple.

Supporting Religious Freedom Before the U.S. Supreme 
Court. In June Family Council joined 14 other pro-family 
organizations from different states in filing an amicus brief 
with the U.S. Supreme Court. The brief supports a graphic 
designer from Colorado who was told she has to design art-
work for same-sex weddings—even though she believes 
marriage ought to be the union of one man to one woman. 
Nobody should have to violate their conscience or give 
up their religious liberty and free speech in order to run 
a business. The Supreme Court’s ruling in this case could 
affect Americans everywhere. We expect a decision from 
the court sometime in 2023.

Honoring Arkansas’ Longest-Married Couple. In April, 
Family Council honored Cleovis and Arwilda Whiteside of 
White Hall, for their 82 years of marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Whi-
teside have been married since July 24, 1939. They have 12 
children—six daughters, and six sons—42 grandchildren, 
101 great grandchildren, and 16 great-great grandchildren. 
As far as we know, no other couple in Arkansas has been 

married longer than they have. What a legacy! Mount Olive 
Missionary Baptist Church in White Hall graciously let us 
have a ceremony honoring Mr. and Mrs. Whiteside for their 
lifetime commitment to one another. Governor Hutchin-
son issued a special letter recognizing the couple’s mile-
stone. Mr. and Mrs. Whiteside are living testimony that love 
and commitment really can last a lifetime.

Arkansans Reject Marijuana Amendment Issue 4
On November 8 voters in Arkansas rejected Issue 4, the 
amendment to legalize marijuana in Arkansas. This is a 
stunning victory for Arkansas. Very rarely has the marijuana 
industry been stopped so abruptly. Supporters of Issue 4 
spent more than $13 million placing it on the ballot and try-
ing to persuade voters to support it. As early as last spring, 
polling showed voters generally favored the marijuana 
measure. This was a true ‘David and Goliath’ fight—and 
David won. 

The campaign against Issue 4 had only a fraction of the 
money that the marijuana industry had, but it was defeated 
by a broad coalition of churches, business groups, elected 
officials, and citizens who knew that Issue 4 would be bad 
for Arkansas. We couldn’t have defeated Issue 4 without 
people like my good friend former Arkansas Governor Mike 
Huckabee, Governor Asa Hutchinson, Lieutenant Governor 

Tim Griffin, U.S. Senators Boozman and Cotton, U.S. Con-
gressmen Rick Crawford, French Hill, and Bruce Westerman, 
attorney David Couch, marijuana advocate Melissa Fults, 
the Arkansas Baptist State Convention, dozens of state 
lawmakers, Arkansas Farm Bureau, the Arkansas Trucking 

Association, the Arkansas Chamber of Commerce, Arkan-
sas Children’s Hospital, Focus on the Family, the Arkansas 
Faith and Ethics Council, the Republican Party of Arkansas, 
the Arkansas State Lodge Fraternal Order of Police, and 
many, many others. Every one of them brought something 
unique to the fight against Issue 4. We all did our part, and 
voters soundly rejected Issue 4 as a result. 

Going forward, the marijuana businesses who backed Issue 
4 should think twice before trying to legalize marijuana in 
our state. Voters clearly don’t want a measure like Issue 4 in 
the Arkansas Constitution.

Left: Jerry Cox joins other leaders at a press conference opposing Issue 4 on 
November 7. Arkansans overwhelmingly rejected the amendment on Election 
Day despite millions of dollars spent on the campaign to pass it.

This is a stunning victory for Arkansas.  
Very rarely has the marijuana industry  

been stopped so abruptly.



In 2015 lawmakers enacted a religious freedom law nearly identical to 
Issue 3. Issue 3 was a better measure that would have written protections 

for religious freedom into the Arkansas Constitution.

Policy Points: Arkansas Fails to Pass Amendment  
Safeguarding Religious Freedom 
By David Cox, Assistant Director

On November 8, Arkansas narrowly 
failed to pass Issue 3, the Arkansas Reli-
gious Freedom Amendment. It’s impor-
tant to keep in mind that this vote was 
not a referendum on religious liberty in 

Arkansas. There was a lot of confusion about Issue 3, specifically.

Issue 3 was a good amendment that would have protected 
the free exercise of religion in Arkansas. That is why organiza-
tions like Focus On The Family, Family Research Council Action, 
Alliance Defending Freedom, Family Policy Alliance, American 
Family Association, Liberty Counsel, the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention, and Family Council Action Committee endorsed 
Issue 3, and that is why liberals at the ACLU and atheists at the 
Freedom From Religion Foundation opposed Issue 3.

Unfortunately, some conservatives—including a few of our 
friends—took to social media claiming that Issue 3 would 
give the government more power to restrict religious free-
dom. A self-proclaimed constitutional expert from Florida 
posted videos online making that argument. Those claims 
took off like wildfire.

But here is a question: If Issue 3 would have made it easier 
to restrict religious freedom, then why did the Freedom 
From Religion Foundation and the ACLU both oppose 
Issue 3? They attack the free exercise of religion whenever 
they have the opportunity. Their attorneys took the time to 
analyze and address Issue 3, and at no point did they tell their 
supporters that the measure would make it easier to restrict 
religious people. They actually said the opposite—that it 
gave too much leeway to religious freedom. The Freedom 
From Religion Foundation went so far as to call Issue 3 “an 
attempt to insert religious privilege in the state Constitution.”

What seemed to bother most of the people we talked to was 
that Issue 3 contained an exception that said the government 
could burden the free exercise of religion if it has a compel-
ling governmental interest at stake and if it behaved in the 
least restrictive manner possible. I understand why some 
people would find that language troubling. I personally 
was unsure the first time I read it, but here is why Chris-
tian attorneys who have argued religious freedom cases 
before the U.S. Supreme Court actually want exceptions 
like that in our religious freedom laws: 

Over the past 200 years, courts have had to address situations 
where cult leaders wanted to commit crimes in the name 
of their religion, where cities and counties denied building 
permits to churches, and where conscientious objectors 
wanted to avoid military service during times of war. In situ-

ations like these, courts traditionally asked two questions: 
First, does the government have a “compelling interest” at 
stake in this situation—like providing for national defense or 
protecting people from violent crime? And second, can the 
government protect that compelling interest while burden-
ing the free exercise of religion as little as possible?

To be clear, a “compelling interest” doesn’t just mean that 
the government thinks it has a good reason for its action. A 
compelling interest tends to be something that is an essen-
tial role of government—like public defense or prosecuting 
serious crimes. Under this standard, cult leaders who broke 
the law went to prison, conscientious objectors in the mili-
tary were assigned to non-combat duties, and churches 
that were denied a building permit typically were allowed 
to build anyway. In the 1980s and 1990s courts began aban-
doning the compelling interest standard and issuing rul-
ings like Employment Division v. Smith that made it easier 
for the government to run roughshod over religious free-
dom—even when it did not have a compelling interest at 
stake or could operate in a less restrictive manner.

Those court rulings prompted Congress and the state leg-
islatures to pass Religious Freedom Restoration Acts very 
similar to Issue 3. These laws put protections for religious 
liberty back the way they were for most of our nation’s his-
tory. In fact, Arkansas passed a religious freedom law nearly 
identical to Issue 3 in 2015. The difference is that it is a state 
law that the legislature could change at any time, while 
Issue 3 would have been a constitutional amendment that 
is much harder to change.

Unfortunately, this is a complicated issue. Many voters 
simply don’t realize how tenuous our protections for religious 
freedom have become. They don’t understand that in Janu-
ary the Arkansas Legislature could take away many of their 
religious freedoms simply by amending the state’s laws. That 
likely is part of the reason Issue 3 narrowly failed in November. 
Family Council has been working on passing religious free-
dom legislation like Issue 3 since 2011. Failing to pass Issue 3 
this year is a setback, but we remain committed to protecting 
the free exercise of religion for everyone in Arkansas.

Family Council Assistant 
Director David Cox



U of A Poll Shows Arkansans Oppose  
Abortion on Demand
On November 3, the University of Arkansas released its 
annual Arkansas Poll. The results once again showed the 
vast majority of likely voters in Arkansas believe abortion 
should be either completely illegal or legal only under cer-
tain circumstances. These findings track closely with what 
we have seen from this poll and others in past years. Arkan-
sans oppose abortion on demand, and Arkansas’ laws 
reflect that fact.

Since 2011, the Arkansas Legislature has passed more than 
40 pro-life measures that protect women and unborn chil-
dren from abortion, including laws that prohibit doctors 
from performing an abortion unless the mother’s life is at 
risk. Governor Hutchinson has signed more pro-life legisla-
tion than any governor we know in U.S. history, and Attor-
ney General Rutledge’s team has successfully defended 
pro-life laws in court. This year the state is awarding preg-
nancy help organizations a million dollars in funding to 
help women with unplanned pregnancies. Today there is 
no safer place for women and unborn children than Arkan-
sas. We expect groups like Planned Parenthood, the ACLU, 
and those who profit financially from abortion will work to 
weaken Arkansas’ pro-life laws in the coming year. Family 
Council is committed to working with other pro-lifers to 
uphold our good laws and protect women and unborn 
children from abortion.

Fewer Than Half of Candidates  
Planned Parenthood Endorsed in Arkansas 
Won Their Elections
Planned Parenthood endorsed 21 candidates in Arkansas 
ahead of Election Day on November 8. Of those candidates, 
nine were elected to office:

•	 Frank Scott, Jr. (D) for Mayor of Little Rock
•	 Greg Leding (D) for Senate District 30
•	 David Whitaker (D) for House District 22
•	 Denise Garner (D) for House District 20
•	 Nicole Clowney (D) for House District 21
•	 Tippi McCullough (D) for House District 33
•	 Milton Nicks, Jr. (D) for House District 35
•	 Jay Richardson (D) for House District 49
•	 Denise Ennett (D) for House District 80

Aside from endorsing candidates, Planned Parenthood was 
largely inactive in Arkansas’ political races this year. As far as 
Family Council knows, the only 2022 political contribution 
Planned Parenthood’s PAC made in Arkansas was $2,900 
to Lisa Parks (D – Springdale) on January 31 in support of 
her senate campaign; Parks lost her senate bid to Rep. Clint 
Penzo in November.

Biden Administration’s DOJ Indicts Pro-
Lifers in Tennessee Previously Arrested for 
Trespassing at Little Rock Abortion Facility
On October 5 the Biden Administration’s U.S. Department 
of Justice unsealed an indictment that charged 11 people 
with violating a federal law against restricting access to 
abortion facilities. The indictment named five people—
Chester Gallagher, Calvin Zastrow, Eva Edl, Heather Iddoni, 
and Dennis Green—who also face charges of trespassing 
at a surgical abortion facility in Little Rock.

On January 15, 2021, Little Rock police arrested Gallagher, 
Zastrow, Edl, Iddoni, Green, and a minor for blocking the 
entrance at Little Rock Family Planning Services—which 
at the time was Arkansas’ last remaining surgical abortion 
facility. At least six police cruisers and numerous officers 
responded to the situation while an estimated 30 pro-life 
advocates prayed and protested from the public sidewalks 
outside the facility.

The DOJ alleges that Gallagher, Zastrow, Edl, Iddoni, and 
Green later blocked the entrance to a Tennessee abortion 
facility on March 5, 2021. The FBI investigated them for vio-
lating the federal Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances 
(FACE) Act. If convicted in federal court, they each face up 
to 11 years in prison and a $250,000 fine per charge. Galla-
gher, Zastrow, Edl, Iddoni, and Green already face trespass-
ing charges from the State of Arkansas, but now they face 
federal charges in Tennessee as well.

The FBI and the Biden Administration are going after pro-lif-
ers in federal court, but they seem to have forgotten about 
the pro-abortion terrorist groups that firebombed and van-
dalized pregnancy resource centers and pro-life charities 
earlier this year. Family Council agrees with stopping abor-
tion through any 
legal means. We’ve 
never utilized the 
more aggressive 
tactics that some 
pro-lifers use, but 
we both have a 
mutual goal of end-
ing abortion. That’s 
what matters to us.

Right: A Little Rock Police officer arrests a pro-lifer for blocking the entrance to an 
abortion facility in Little Rock on January 15, 2021. The facility closed earlier this year.



Goals Met and Promises Kept
A couple of times each year I like to map out Family Coun-
cil’s vision and goals for the next six to twelve months. In 
2020 and 2021, I outlined several projects I wanted our team 
at Family Council to tackle. Toward the end of the year, I 
look back at what we said we wanted to accomplish. Here’s 
how things look right now.

Achieved: Work to End Abortion and Close Arkansas’ 
Last Remaining Surgical Abortion Facility. In 2010 I pur-
posed in my heart that we needed to do everything in our 
power to close Arkansas’ last remaining surgical abortion 
facility and put a stop to abortion in our state. We worked 
with our friends at Arkansas Right to Life and in the Arkan-
sas Legislature to pass laws that would prohibit abortion 
once Roe v. Wade was reversed. All of that hard work paid 
off in June when the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe. 
Planned Parenthood stopped performing abortions imme-
diately, and Arkansas’ only freestanding surgical abortion 
center went out of business. That may go down as the 
greatest victory in the history of Family Council.

Achieved: Assist Home Schoolers All Over Arkansas. 
Lisa Crook assists home schoolers across the state every 
day as the director of our Education Alliance division. No 
other organization serves as a statewide support network 
for Arkansas’ home schoolers. We helped a lot of families 
this year, and we’re going to keep helping them.

Achieved: Fight the Legalization of Marijuana. Our team 
put every resource it could into the effort to defeat mari-
juana amendment Issue 4. The marijuana industry spent 
millions of dollars on misleading TV and radio ads trying to 
persuade voters to pass the measure. By the grace of God, 
we successfully stopped them.

Achieved: Empower Arkansans by Distributing Tens of 
Thousands of Voter’s Guides. This year Family Council dis-
tributed 84,700 voter’s guides in print, and 25,000 online. 
All told, we estimate that our voter’s guides could have 
reached as many as one in nine voters who participated in 
this year’s General Election.

Achieved: Expand the Number of Pro-Life Cities and 
Counties in Arkansas. This year counties like Madison 
County, Hot Spring County, Boone County, and Newton 
County and the cities like Lowell, Jasper, Leslie, and West-
ern Grove voted to affirm they are Pro-Life. To date, some 
1.3 million Arkansans live in a Pro-Life County.

Achieved: Secure One Million Dollars in Funding for 
Pregnancy Resource Centers. We have made abor-
tion mostly illegal. Now we need to make it irrelevant 
and unthinkable. That’s why this year we worked with 
our friends in the Arkansas Legislature to secure $1 mil-
lion in state funding for pregnancy help organizations. 
This money will help pro-life charities assist women with 
unplanned pregnancies.

Achieved: Mobilize Our Rapid Response Network. Our 
Rapid Response Network composed of hundreds of volun-
teers across the state went to work this year opposing mari-
juana, supporting pro-life efforts, and contacting elected 
officials from their communities. These volunteers have 
made a profound impact in Arkansas since 2020.

Achieved: Stand Up Against People Who Want to Show 
Graphic Sexual Material and Pro-LGBT Books to Chil-
dren in Public Libraries. Family Council donated $2,000 
to the effort to reduce funding for the public library in 
Jonesboro, because that library has been at the forefront 
of efforts to foist obscene and sexually-explicit material 
on children and families. We have also called attention to 
graphic sexual content in other libraries around the state. 
There is still work to be done on this issue. We intend to see 
it through to the end.

Above: A comic by political cartoonist John Deering that Family 
Council sent to its statewide network in December of 1989. 

Thirty-three years later, abortion finally has ended in Arkansas.

When the U.S. Supreme Court overturned  
Roe, Planned Parenthood stopped  

performing abortions immediately,  
and Arkansas’ only freestanding surgical  

abortion center went out of business.



MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM FAMILY COUNCIL AND THE EDUCATION ALLIANCE 
It’s been a good year at Family Council. We have had our share of challenges—stopping the legalization of marijuana, oppos-
ing abortion, educating Arkansans about the issues facing our state, and more. You have helped us meet every one of those 
challenges. 

Sometimes the battles we face feel like true “David and Goliath” struggles. I am often reminded that David ran toward Goliath. 
He did not stand still and wait for Goliath to come to him. At Family Council, we want to run toward the battle—not away 
from it. And we want to help other Christians do the same thing.

This year my staff and I worked tirelessly to accomplish the work we have been called to do. You have helped us reach 
achievements this year that will shape lives for years to come. That’s something to celebrate. 

If you are able, I hope you will give a generous, tax-deductible donation to help us continue standing up for families in the 
coming year. Enclosed with this letter is an envelope you can use to send your gift today. If you cannot give at this time, I 
understand. Please keep us in your prayers.

On behalf of the team at Family Council, I hope you and your family have a blessed Christmas season and a happy New Year!

Sincerely,

Jerry Cox, President

Merry Christmas!
From Left: Ethan Keller, David Cox, Luke McCoy, Jerry Cox, Doris Cox, Charisse Dean, Lisa Crook, Leslie Byrd, and Erin Hogan.

About Us: Family Council is a conservative, Christian non-profit organization based in Little Rock, Arkansas. Jerry Cox 
founded Family Council in 1989 in association with Dr. James Dobson and Focus on the Family. Our mission is to promote, 
protect, and strengthen traditional family values. We educate and equip families and churches to make Arkansas a better 
place to live, work, and raise a family, and we lobby lawmakers and elected officials on important issues that matter to fami-
lies. Our work is funded by generous supporters all over Arkansas.


